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Friday 5 February, 12.30-5pm at Birmingham City Council, 1 Lancaster 
Circus, Queensway, Birmingham B4 7DY 
 
Organised by the LI Public Sector Working Group (PSWG) 
 
Present: 
PSWG Committee and LI President elect emails 
Helen Tranter Chair PSWG,  past LI Honorary 

Secretary,  ex SE branch rep, ex 
Bracknell Forest Council 

hetranter@hotmail.com 

Robert Holden LI Council,  ex University of Greenwich RobertHolden13@aol.com 

Christine Tudor LI Council,  SW branch rep.,  Natural 
England 

Christine.Tudor@naturalengland.or
g.uk 

Paul Best Hampshire CC paul.best@hants.gov.uk 

Paul Tiplady ex Lake District National Park,  AONB 
consultant 

paul@craggatak.co.uk 

Merrick Denton-
Thompson 

LI President Elect, ex Hampshire 
County Council 

mhdt@btinternet.com 

Agencies and protected landscapes  

Richard Copas Environment Agency richard.copas@environment-
agency.gov.uk 

Branch/ regional reps, January 2016 (also see above) 
East Midlands 
 

Ben Betts  b.betts@dsa-ed.co.uk 

East of 
England 
 

Catherine 
Bailey 

Maldon District Council,,  
LI Council 

catherine.bailey@maldon.gov.uk 

London 
 

Martin Page 
 

London Borough of Brent Martin.page@brent.gov.uk 

London 
 

Jan 
Anderson 

London Borough of 
Ealing 

andersonja@ealing.gov.uk 

Midlands 
 

Robert Churn Birmingham City Council robert.churn@birmingham.gov.uk 

North East 
 

Kevin 
Johnson 

Sunderland City Council kevin.johnson2@sunderland.gov.u
k 

South East 
 

Paul Best 
 

Hampshire County 
Council 
 

Paul.best@hants.gov.uk 

South East Charmaine 
Smith 

Surrey County Council charmaine.smith@surrey.gov.uk 

Wales (North)/ 
Cymru  
 

John Briggs 
 

Natural Resources 
Wales/ Cyfoeth Naturiol 
Cymru 

john.briggs@cyfoethnaturiol.cymru 

Wales (South)/ 
Cymru  

Ray Edwards Rhondda Cynon Taf 
County Borough/ 
Bwrdeistref Sirol 
Rhondda Cynon Taf 

Raymond.P.Edwards@rtcbc@gov.
uk 

Yorks and 
Humberside 

Ruth Benson North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Ruth.benson@northyorks.gov.uk 



RH/ LI PSWG 17.3.2016 2 

 
1.0  Welcome, apologies and introductions 
1.1   Apologies: Andrew Smith for LI Scotland; Henry Penner of Highways England.  
 
1.2  All attendees introduced themselves and also confirmed they agreed to their emails as above 

being distributed to those attending and their emails being placed on the members directory 
(nb it will be for LI members generally to enable themselves to the accessible to fellow 
members on the LI Directory of Members private area from the end of April 2016). 

 
1.2 As President Elect, Merrick Denton-Thompson outlined his childhood in Tanzania and the 

Falkland Islands, education on the Cheltenham landscape course (1968-72), and career 
beginning at Portsmouth City Council with a corrupt administration (e.g. Leader debarred, 
and Chair of Open Space and the Director of Housing jailed). Then in 1978 starting at 
Hampshire County Council, with three landscape staff at the beginning and ending in 2006 
with 33 landscape staff and seven ecologists. He was a founding trustee of the Learning 
through Landscapes Trust (1984-2014), and of the Hampshire Gardens Trust, set up in 1984 
as the first County Gardens Trust.   

  Since leaving Hampshire he has been a board member of Natural England (2006-9), 
served on the Agri-Environment Review Group, the Design Review Panel for the South 
Downs National Park Authority and in July 2016 becomes Landscape Institute President.  

  He noted that the Institute has transformed from since he first joined Advisory 
Council. The Board of Trustees is small and the Secretariat in general can be said to lack a 
wide knowledge of landscape architecture. His priorities include: 

  alignment of Board and Council, e.g. pass papers through Advisory Council first so 
they may offer advise; 

 concerned that the job description of the Chief Executive emphasizes that we are an 
environmental charity, with servicing the membership sixth in the order of priorities, 
while in reality it is the membership which delivers the goods;  

 support for the public sector, Noel Farrer as President understands that there is a 
symbiosis of private and public sector; 

 concern where there is a lack of appreciation of the wider, non urban landscape 
among the Secretariat;  

 concern for children and education, care for the elderly and climate change; and  

 a broadening of the membership, so that we can represent management of natural 
resources related to the environment. 

  
2.0 Purpose of Meeting 
2.1 Helen Tranter as PSWG chair outlined progress so far. The meeting had been called by the 

PSWG which has been working since 2014 to enable members in the public sector to meet 
each other and share information on topics of mutual interest. In 2011, Merrick Denton-
Thompson tabled a paper to LI Board in the light of concerns about the cutbacks in resources 
for the public service. These cut-backs have continued. Little action was taken by the Institute 
in response to Merrick Denton-Thompson’s report and in July 2014 concerns expressed at LI 
Advisory Council led to the formation of the PSWG which since then, with support from LI 
President Noel Farrer and President Elect Merrick Denton-Thompson, has brought together 
members in the public sector at meetings in Reading (29.11.2014 ),  and then in meetings 
organised for branches in London ( 23.6.2015) and near Preston (23.11.2015).  

   The intention is that all LI branches are invited to host similar meetings where 
concerns can be debated and which are attended and informed by committee members of the 
Public Sector Group Committee to act as organisers and to minute such seminars. For 
instance two attended the London and Preston meetings. Each LI branch (with one exception 
so far) has named a representative who, it is proposed, initiates more local action and activity 
and liaises nationally.  Currently the PSWG reports directly to Council, however, with support 
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from the LI centrally, but note there are proposals to place the PSWG within the aegis one of 
the Institute’s standing committees.  

   Separately LI Scotland in 2014 initiated its own parallel debate and conducted a 
survey of members in the public sector as a strand in its aim of developing a 2025 strategy in 
Scotland for the overall future of the profession in Scotland. This was followed in 2015 by the 
LI nationally which has conducted a survey and also commissioned a consultant’s report. 
  Note the LI’s Talking Landscape also has two public sector discussion groups, one 
open to all members (17 members) and one open to gov.uk email holders (54 members).  
However, the PSWG works mainly by email, with teleconferencing by the Working Group, 
occasional meetings and then formal meetings as listed above. Currently the PSWG has 
largely worked as a discussion group and has developed an Action Plan for the current year. 

   The present meeting is intended to be the first LI regular annual meeting of public 
sector representatives, from local government and government agencies, of representatives 
from LI branches and major national agencies, so current progress can be debated to engage 
and sound the LI membership (and other interested parties) in concerns for delivery by the 
public sector of government policy issues. The PSWG aims to foster exchange among the 
membership and promote good practice. The essential ambition is to maintain an “Intelligent 
client” base informed by the Landscape Profession in the public service so that policy can be 
delivered efficiently. Therefore the meeting focussed on discussion of landscape related policy 
issues as set by the agenda. 

 
3.0 National Policy Issues 
3.1  Housing growth, quantity and quality: there is a concern at the failure to build sufficient 

houses for a growing population. According to the Office of National Statistics The UK 
population is projected to increase by 9.7 million over the next 25 years from an estimated 
64.6 million in mid-2014 to 74.3 million in mid-2039. The UK population is projected to reach 
70 million by mid-2027. Assumed net migration accounts for 51% of the projected increase 
over the next 25 years, with natural increase (more births than deaths) accounting for the 
remaining 49% of growth (see Office of National Statistics https://www.ons.gov.uk). This 
requires new build completions of 240,000 to 245,000 per annum nationally. Currently UK 
house building is running at c.130,000 per annum and has declined over the decades from 
over 350,000 per annum in the early 1970s, (see 
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article50256.html  and www.parliament.uk/briefing-
papers/SN06921.pdf  ). This has been arguably because of the collapse of council house 
building formerly running at 100,000 per annum, and the right to buy for council housing. 

   Discussion: one issue is the ending of Regional Planning, and targets being set 
locally.  

 The right to buy of the Housing Association homes will compound the present failure to 
meet demand.  

 The issue of Maldon District Council was given as an instance, of a planning problem 
where the current Development Plan consists of the saved policies of the 2005 Local Plan, 
because the Secretary of State has not approved the updated Local Plan. 

 John Briggs reported that North Wales is beyond the “Wimpey-belt” so there are lots of 
locally based, small developers, without a wide design repertoire and lacking landscape 
design advice. There is only one local authority landscape architect in North Wales, in 
Anglesey, (Glyn Jones, Planning Built and Natural Environment Manager, Isle of Anglesey 
County Council). Opportunities for urban design, green infrastructure and landscape can be 
missed in discussion.  LI messages therefore also need to reach non-members in such 
areas. 

 Robert Chum reported that Birmingham City has launched Birmingham Municipal Housing 
Trust (BMHT) in 2009 to provide of affordable housing and aims to develop over 80,000 
new homes by 2031. It invests in open space and measures to compensate for loss of open 
space, it has resisted threats to open space by mobilising community groups and is now the 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article50256.html
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN06921.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN06921.pdf
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largest provider of affordable housing across the city (ref. 
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/bmht ). 

 Martin Page, reported Brent is developing every bit of land, there is some development of 
roof gardens, however, parkland is being lost to intensive sports recreation.  

  
 

3.2 S106/ CIL/ SANGS contributions:    
 Discussion: 

 Kevin Johnson advised Sunderland were finding it challenging to spend section 106 
contributions due to cut-backs in local authority staff. 

 Jan Anderson reported LB Ealing is pushing to implement current policies, but developers 
are beginning to challenge them. 

 Paul Best, advised that Hampshire had developed a coordinated response regarding 
Section 106 benefits and published a Landscape Checklist for New Development, ref. 

 http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiH_ufwtLHLAhVDrRoKHc0JCycQF
ggjMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester.gov.uk%2Fassets%2Ffiles%2F410%2FLandscapeCharacterCL.pdf&usg=A
FQjCNEtG58ba3rWi07ALM7R17KRehHkHg&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs 

 One factor is that landscape is not seen as a core issue. 

 Then followed a discussion of landscape in the National Planning Policy Framework, (nb 
the words landscape and landscapes appear 65 times).  

 Concerns that some District Authorities employ private consultancies to deliver their 
services on an ad hoc basis with a loss of a continuity of local knowledge. Charmaine 
Smith commented that private consultancy work had to be checked and corrected.  

 Christine Tudor expressed reservations about the current Housing and Planning Bill 2015-
16 (currently at the House of Lords ref http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-
16/housingandplanning.html ) and in particular proposals to pilot external processing of 
planning applications (so, for example, an AECOM or a Mouchel might to commissioned to 
take on a planning role): concerns being that this could lead to loss of in-house landscape 
specialists, but also loss of continuity of local knowledge (ref. bill p.74, clause 145). 

 Ben Betts (as a private sector person) commented that it is better to have landscape 
advice, however, delivered. 

 It was reported that the CIL had taken monies away given the direction to infrastructure 
projects.  

 There was no specific discussion of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG). 
 

3.3   Adoption of open space in new developments 
 Discussion:  

 Birmingham is no longer adopting open space, instead its management is being funded by 
management agreements. 

 Maldon District Council is also not adopting POS, but instead following the idea of  the 
model of a management entity as a land trust, but this proposal has still not been adopted 
by members.   

 Comment that management companies have failed in the past. 
 

3.4   Protected landscapes and rural areas 
Paul Tiplady (former Chief Executive of the Lake District National Park Authority) reported UK has 61 
designated landscapes, 14 Natural Scenic Areas in Scotland, 22% of England is protected. Paul has 
contacted all 61 National Parks and AONBs and, so far, half have responded and there are reports of  
ten landscape architects employed.  He is setting up a network of landscape staff in protected 
landscapes. South Downs National Park has the best landscape architecture / landscape professional 
provision. National Parks and AONBs are protected from financial cut-backs, but in a context where 
DEFRA is making cut-backs of 40-50%.  see https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-department-
for-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-settlement-at-the-spending-review-2015 
  In Wales, the Marsden Review (National Landscapes Realising their Potential, the 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/bmht
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiH_ufwtLHLAhVDrRoKHc0JCycQFggjMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester.gov.uk%2Fassets%2Ffiles%2F410%2FLandscapeCharacterCL.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEtG58ba3rWi07ALM7R17KRehHkHg&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiH_ufwtLHLAhVDrRoKHc0JCycQFggjMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester.gov.uk%2Fassets%2Ffiles%2F410%2FLandscapeCharacterCL.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEtG58ba3rWi07ALM7R17KRehHkHg&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiH_ufwtLHLAhVDrRoKHc0JCycQFggjMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester.gov.uk%2Fassets%2Ffiles%2F410%2FLandscapeCharacterCL.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEtG58ba3rWi07ALM7R17KRehHkHg&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/housingandplanning.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/housingandplanning.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-department-for-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-settlement-at-the-spending-review-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-department-for-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-settlement-at-the-spending-review-2015
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Review of Designated Landscapes in Wales : 2015) advised that the current National Parks 
and AONB designations are to be retained, their role in strengthening economic development 
in rural areas is to be strengthened, but there has been no discussion of landscape, (nb  post 
meeting note: a National Landscape Committee is to be created and Lord Dafydd Ellis-
Thomas AM will lead a Future Landscapes Working Group, involving representatives of the 
national parks, AONBs, interest groups, business, and local government to participate; and 
report their findings in 2016) Ref. 
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/review-designated-

landscapes-wales/?lang=en ). 
  Paul Tiplady further commented that the Lake District National Park used to have 
five landscape architects and now has none, mainly it uses staff ecologists and the private 
sector. 

 
 Discussion 

 Merrick Denton-Thompson commented that designated landscape authority staff need a 
professional institute membership and we should aim to represent them. 

 At this point there was a discussion about the UN Environment Programme and  discussion of a 
Linkedin group regarding a shared agenda of multi-functional countryside and the role of Rory 
Stewart as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at DEFRA, moving monies from countryside 
management. 

 In Wales the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 comes into force April 
2016.  It is about sustainable development and places a duty on public bodies to meet 7 
well-being goals: 
1. A prosperous Wales 
2. A resilient Wales 
3. A healthier Wales 
4. A more equal Wales 
5. A Wales of cohesive communities 
6. A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language 

7. A globally responsible Wales. 
While the current Environment (Wales) Bill “aims to plan and manage Wales’ natural resources in 
a more proactive, sustainable and joined-up way” ref. 
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/natural-resources-
management/environment-bill/?lang=en  

 The May 2013 DEFRA Catchment Based Approach: Improving the quality of our water 
environment 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/204231/pb13934-
water-environment-catchment-based-approach.pdf ) proposes natural based management areas 
but related to administrative boundaries. 

 Paul Tiplady summed up by pointing out that National Parks tend to be inward looking due to 
funding, while AONBs have to have partnerships in order to survive. There are, however, 
opportunities in the Single Farm Payment /Single Payment Scheme with a Stewardship 
Agreement providing financial support to AONBs. 

 
3.5  The future of public parks and historic landscapes: Paul Tiplady reported that there are 34 million 

visits to parks and gardens (source e.g. Heritage Lottery Fund, State of UK Public Parks Report 
(2014), https://www.hlf.org.uk/state-uk-public-parks  which gives 34 million per month, but NB the 
full report p.44 suggests there were over two billion visits per annum and sources National Audit 
Office and ODPM  Enhancing Urban Green Space. (2006), p.19 sec 1.3. 
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/enhancing-urban-green-space/  which in turn quotes University of 
Sheffield Improving Urban Parks, Play Areas and Green Spaces (2002)   

  http://publiekeruimte.info/Data/Documents/e842aqrm/53/Improving-Urban-Parks.pdf ).  
  As a consequence of Heritage Lottery Funding over the past two decades historic parks and 

gardens are in a good state, overall, but lack maintenance and management funding. 86% of parks 

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/review-designated-landscapes-wales/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/review-designated-landscapes-wales/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/natural-resources-management/environment-bill/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/natural-resources-management/environment-bill/?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/204231/pb13934-water-environment-catchment-based-approach.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/204231/pb13934-water-environment-catchment-based-approach.pdf
https://www.hlf.org.uk/state-uk-public-parks
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/enhancing-urban-green-space/
http://publiekeruimte.info/Data/Documents/e842aqrm/53/Improving-Urban-Parks.pdf
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managers report cut-backs and 45% of local authorities are considering selling perks or handing 
over to the likes of Groundwork Trusts. There is a loss of front-line staff.  

  
Discussion 

 Martin Page of LB Brent reported that grounds maintenance had moved to private contractors and 
there were less resources. 

 Jan Anderson, LB Ealing, reports a strong director but due to 50% cut-backs finance emphasized 
commercialisation, and land infill development, their thinking was like a business. 

 Ray Edwards reported there is a lido restoration which was given a Green Flag Award but lacking 
in staff to maintain it.  

 Kevin Johnson reported Sunderland have not got the money, they maintain adequately one park 
and are not maintaining the others. He reported Newcastle-upon-Tyne where parks maintenance 
ceased (e.g. number of parks keepers reduced from ten to zero) so the Director of Public Health  
has diverted £ one million to parks maintenance and the aim is to hand the parks over to a 
charitable trust. 

 Charmaine Smith argued that without statutory provision the fundamental long term future of 
public parks is dire. 

 Models of funding trusts were briefly discussed, e.g. the Land Trust, Essex Wildlife Trust. 

 Robert Churn advised Birmingham City Council, in view of data on the public health benefits of 
public parks and the part parks play in crime reduction, have ring fenced parks rangers in 
Birmingham’s parks. 

 Helen Tranter emphasized the importance of Green Flag Awards, but Martin Page of Brent 
reported they had no time or money to make entries for Green Flag Awards.  

 There were also reports of Ashford bringing parks maintenance back in-house. 
 

3.6  National infrastructure programmes (including flooding): Robert Holden presented a briefing 
note (see appendix 1). 

Discussion 

 Nationally English Heritage is under-resourced and very dependent upon volunteers.  

 Christine Tudor, however, mentioned the High Speed 2 project where five landscape architects (of 
the 40+) are on the Design Panel, (Annie Coombs, Johanna Gibbons, Alister Kratt, Prof. Kathryn 
Moore, and Selina Mason) yet Natural England remain stretched. Concern was also expressed at 
decisions on fracking being taken away from local authorities, and at the £300M programme for 
highway funding, but with no spare capacity in the public sector to administer. 

 Stretched resources lead to problems of feasibility funding, but examples are good practice 
include the Littlehampton coastal scheme, which is a scheme for coastal defences along the tidal 
section of the River Arun involving the Environment Agency and is an example in which a LI 
coordinated design competition resulted in a coordinated scheme by a landscape architect (LDA) 
and engineer (Volker Stein) working together with the local authority and other bodies. Also HS2 
where landscape advise will arguably lead to c.£2 billion savings by minimising infrastructure  
works. 

 
3.7  Visual impact assessments: This began with a presentation by Christine Tudor.  
 Discussion: 

 The point was made that poor quality or misleading visualisations could result in disciplinary 
action. 

 Concern was expressed that the Technical Committee sub-committee which was responsible for 
the recent LI report was primarily private practitioners.  

 Public sector employees are therefore encouraged to contribute to LI committees. 

 Comments were invited on the draft LI paper on LVIA. Ref. Guidelines For Landscape And Visual 
Impact Assessment produced by the LI GLVIA sub-committee 
http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/knowledge/GLVIA.php  

 

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/knowledge/GLVIA.php
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3.8  The Devolution Revolution: In outline this covers the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act 
(2016)  which received Royal Assent on 28.1.2016 (see http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-
16/citiesandlocalgovernmentdevolution.html  and House of Commons research briefing  

 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN07029#fullreport)   
 Powers under the Act include: 

 election of Mayors for combined authorities 

 new powers for local authorities 

 enhanced tax raising powers 

 combined authorities. 
Consequences could include: 

 county spatial plans; 

 compulsory purchase powers; 

 joint asset boards for disposal and land sales; and 

 transfer of business rates to the local level. 
The president of the Local Government Association, Lord Kerslake’s summary of 26.1. 2016 was in 
Hansard http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160126-0002.htm 
It was not favourable. 

 Discussion 

 Hampshire 2011-16 Structure Framework covers housing, investment, and transforming services; 

 Robert Churn reported on West Midland panels for housing, highways infrastructure and a failure 
to grasp spatial planning agenda and viewed the new Act as an opportunity.  

 Merrick Denton-Thompson also referred to the significance of spatial planning, but this is 
dependent on a “residual skill base” remaining in the local and planning authorities. 

 Kevin Johnson talked of the potential for Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tyne and Wear, Northumberland 
and County Durham to combine. 

 Other examples of potential for combinations include Surrey, and E and W Sussex. 

 Meanwhile in Northern Ireland and Wales local government is being restructured (nb none of the 
present local authorities in N Ireland have landscape architects). 

 
4.0 PSWG Action Plan (see appendix 2) There was an introduction by Helen Tranter and a brief 

discussion.  
 
5.0 Closing remarks. 
5.1 

 Thanks were made to Birmingham City Council for providing  (free) the meeting room, and to 
Robert Churn for making arrangements. Regarding the Public Sector Directory (Action item 5) the 
meeting was advised that by April 2016 LI Members will be invited to agree to their email being 
added to the Directory of Members.  

 Finally it was noted that Hampshire County Council had registered their section as a LA practice in 
the Directory of LI Registered Practices  

 Merrick Denton-Thompson thanked all for contributing, he proposed we develop the intelligent 
client role in the public sector of landscape planning, design and management services the 
Landscape Profession is much more than a discretionary activity.  

 
6.0 Post meeting notes 
6.1 from John Briggs received 18 March 2015 

Post meeting note regarding the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: For more, 

see this handy essentials document: http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/150428-guide-
to-the-fg-act-en.pdf   Comment: although the Act places a duty on public bodies, much of 
what the private and third sectors do for landscape involves working with public bodies, 
meaning they also need to speak that language, for example:  

 Big Lottery funding guidance for ‘Create your Space’ projects in Wales devotes a 
page to the WoFG Act seven principles, which means in effect that applicants (local 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/citiesandlocalgovernmentdevolution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/citiesandlocalgovernmentdevolution.html
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN07029#fullreport
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160126-0002.htm
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/150428-guide-to-the-fg-act-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/150428-guide-to-the-fg-act-en.pdf
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or community groups) would be wise to structure their bids around these 
objectives.   https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/createyourspace 

 Wales Wildlife Trusts Green Infrastructure Guide (with thanks to Dr Ruth 
Williams LIW Policy officer) which uses the seven well-being goals as its 
chapter structure. (It’s very well worth a 
read).  http://www.wtwales.org/greeninfrastructure 

 
6.2 Ruth Benson makes the point that the quite common use of s106 funds by local authorities 

for administration and monitoring now seems to be verboten: 
see http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1334673/judicial-decision-cast-doubt-use-
section-106-cash-monitoring-posts  or http://www.turley.co.uk/intelligence/high-court-says-
s106-monitoring-fees-unlawful. 

 
 

  

https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/createyourspace
http://www.wtwales.org/greeninfrastructure
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1334673/judicial-decision-cast-doubt-use-section-106-cash-monitoring-posts
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1334673/judicial-decision-cast-doubt-use-section-106-cash-monitoring-posts
http://www.turley.co.uk/intelligence/high-court-says-s106-monitoring-fees-unlawful
http://www.turley.co.uk/intelligence/high-court-says-s106-monitoring-fees-unlawful
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Appendix 1 National Infrastructure Commission  

To quote:  

“The National Infrastructure Commission is an independent body that enables long term 
strategic decision making to build effective and efficient infrastructure for the UK. 
 The commission was set up 5 October 2015 and will look at the UK’s future needs 
for nationally significant infrastructure, help to maintain UK’s competitiveness amongst the 
G20 nations and provide greater certainty for investors by taking a long term approach to 
the major investment decisions facing the country.” 
Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-infrastructure-
commission/about 
 
The chair is Lord Adonis, who successfully initiated the proposal to build HS2 when 
transport minister 2008-8 and then Transport Secretary from 2009-10 under the last Labour 
government. Adonis was a member of the Armitt Commission, which recommended an 
independent National Infrastructure Commission in 2013. From 2001 to 2005 he was head 
of the No10 Policy Unit.  

Other commissioners include: 

 Sir John Armitt, who was Chair of the Olympic Delivery Authority, 2007 to 2014. A 
civil engineer, Armitt was previously chair of the Laing International and Civil 
Engineering Divisions (1986 to 1993), and Chief Executive of Union Railways, the 
developers of the of the high speed Channel Tunnel Rail Link, (1993 to 1997),  

 Demi Hassabis who is Vice President of Engineering at Google DeepMind and 
leads Google’s general AI efforts. 

 Sir Paul Ruddock, former chair of Lansdowne Partners (1998-2013), an investment 
management organisation founded in 1998, one of Europe's oldest hedge funds., 

 Lord Michael Heseltine, of Garden Festival fame. 

 Sadie Morgan, architect at dRMM Architects, President of the Architectural 
Association in 2013, and Design Chair for High Speed Two (HS2),  

 Tim Besley is School Professor of Economics and Political Science and W. Arthur 
Lewis Professor of Development Economics at the LSE and currently Chair of the 
Council of Management of the National Institute of Economic and Social Research 

 Bridget Rosewell,  an economist, a founder and Senior Adviser of Volterra Partner 
and a non-executive director of Network Rail and of Ulster Bank. She was Chief 
Economic Adviser to the Greater London Authority (2002 to 2012). 

The Chief Executive is Philip Graham, a civil servant, who formerly led the development of 
the government’s high speed rail strategy at the DTp from its inception, led the team 
supporting Sir Howard Davies’ Airports Commission and worked on the London Olympics 

So this gives the flavour of an organization with shared experience of planning transport 
(HS2, Airport infrastructure and the Olympics) with some digital infrastructure experience 
and significant economic experience, with significantly one member Lord Heseltine who has 
been sympathetic since the 1980s to the role landscape architects and environmental 
improvement can fulfill in regards to economic regeneration as instanced by Garden 
Festivals.. 

So far it has issued calls for evidence on northern connectivity, London’s transport 
infrastructure and energy supply. And is consulting on the governance, structure and 
operation of the commission (end 7 March). 

It links to Chancellor Osborne’s autumn budget commitment to £100 billion in infrastructure 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-infrastructure-commission/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-infrastructure-commission/about
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spending by 2020. 

And is part of Osborne’s four point plan: 

1. planning rules on brownfield sites are being removed to free up land for 
development, the housing budget directed towards new ‘low cost homes for sale’ for 
first-time buyers and housing association tenants given the right-to-buy to increase 
home ownership and construction. 

2. the existing 89 Local Authority pension funds will be pooled into half a dozen British 
Wealth Funds, each with assets of over £25 billion. This step will save millions of 
pounds every year in costs and fees. The new funds will develop the expertise to 
invest in infrastructure. 

3. the government will bring forward sales of land, buildings and other assets the 
government bought or built, raising up to £5 billion over the course of this 
Parliament. The funds from these sales will be recycled to help fund new 
infrastructure projects. 

4. a new independent National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) was created on 5 
October 2015 and  charged with offering unbiased analysis of the UK’s long-term 
infrastructure needs, ref. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference/national-infrastructure-commission-
terms-of-reference   

Currently it is focusing on three key areas; northern connectivity, London’s transport 
infrastructure, and energy.  
Northern connectivity, , 
It is working on a Northern Transport Strategy (March 2015) reviewing and prioritising the 
transport (esp. rail and road) challenges faced over the next two-three decades.  
Transport in London  
It is reviewing transport in London, (e.g. Crossrail 2) and “other strategic options for 
employment, productivity and housing supply in London and the South East”. but not airport 
strategy,  
Future-proof energy infrastructure,  
It is reviewing Delivery of future-proof energy infrastructure, particularly electricity 
generation and supply on the basis of clean energy. Looking at the roles of storage and 
interconnection, but may also consider related solutions such as demand side response. 
It is separate from DEFRA’s National Flood Resilience Review: headed by Oliver Letwin, 
announced 26 January 2016 
Ref. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-flood-resilience-review-government-
action-to-tackle-floods 
 
It is also separate from the Natural Capital Committee, of 2012-2015,  
DEFRA in September 2015 suggested that it might be reformed, Government stated it 
would work to a 25 year plan for a healthy natural economy. Dieter Helm’s website reported 
he was appointed chair of the Natural Capital Committee in September 2015, but the NCC 
website was not working in January 2016, see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/natural-capital-committee#role-of-the-group 
(Post meeting note: the Committee was reformed on 25 January 2016 as a seven member 
body advising the Economic Affairs Cabinet Committee, the Statement from the: Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Elizabeth Truss said: 
“Through bringing together considerable skills and experience from a wide range of 
backgrounds, this new NCC will provide expert advice on how to expand our knowledge of 
natural capital, how best to use open data to drive environmental improvement and apply 
what we have learned in practice through the 25-year plan for the environment.” And ref. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/natural-capital-committee ) 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference/national-infrastructure-commission-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-flood-resilience-review-government-action-to-tackle-floods
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-flood-resilience-review-government-action-to-tackle-floods
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/natural-capital-committee#role-of-the-group
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/natural-capital-committee
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Appendix 1 Action Plan 2016 
version 29/12/15, Produced by Public Sector Working Group 
 
Increase the profile of the landscape profession in local government (elected 
councillors and senior officers) 
1 Initiative 

proposed 
Become involved 
with the Local 
Government 
Association and 
SOLACE. 

Discussion/ comment 
The LGA is highly influential. Parks and 
landscape do not get good coverage in 
their policies.  SOLACE represents senior 
officers and is also highly influential.  
Messages to be discussed. 

Action 
President/ President 
Elect to seek 
meeting with LGA.  
Further thought to 
be given to 
SOLACE. PSWG to 
clarify messages. 

2 Create awards for 
local government. 

Of the 18 awards this year, only one was 
for a local government project.  We should 
recognise good practice and achievement 
in local councils. 

PSWG to contact 
David Withycombe, 
Chair of Awards 
Panel. 

3 Set up an 
ambassador 
scheme aimed at 
local councillors 
and senior officers. 

This could involve Powerpoint 
presentation, leaflets, display boards and 
list of speakers, delivered possibly from 
the private sector. 

PSWG to explore 
options for a pilot 
project. 

Help our members to help themselves in the workplace 
4 Hold National Forum 

for public sector 
annually. 

An agenda based on current issues can be 
cascaded through the branches and 
encourage networking and information 
sharing.  

Review success 
after first forum in 
Feb 2016.  

5 Produce Public 
Sector Directory  

This could be in addition to the new online 
member directory. It would also enable 
monitoring of the size of the sector and 
would show critical mass. 

PSWG to explore 
options with 
secretariat. 
 

6 Produce a leaflet 
entitled ‘Why you 
need a landscape 
professional.’ – 

See IHBC leaflet. 
http://ihbc.org.uk/skills/england/ 
Another leaflet on wellbeing could be 
considered. 

Draft to be produced 
by PSWG, then 
handed over to 
secretariat. 

Encourage the secretariat to be more pro-active in supporting public sector 
members in the branches. 
7 Provide seedbed 

funding for public 
sector events and 
activities. 

Run a pilot project in 3 branches paying 
honorarium of £1500 a year.  Include 
public sector events. 

PSWG to encourage 
two branches to 
submit a bid  

8 Train staff in how to 
be more pro-active 
in branches. 

See courses on Community Development 
Foundation website.   www.cdf.org  

Phil Mulligan, CEO 

9 Ensure public sector 
reps in each branch 
and agency. 

Encourage setting up cascade networks in 
regions and counties.  Find out how many 
public sector members in each branch. 

PSWG and 
branches. 
Letter to Vista. 

 
 
 

 

http://ihbc.org.uk/skills/england/
http://www.cdf.org/

