
!  
Calling all landscape architects! 
Mid to Late C20 designed landscapes: 
Overlooked, undervalued and at risk? 
THE GARDENS TRUST IS RUNNING A CAMPAIGN:  ‘COMPILING THE 
RECORD’: THE ESSENTIAL MID TO LATE C20 LANDSCAPES 

Urgent!  We need your nominations by 31 October!  In partnership with 
Historic England we are looking for important designed landscapes from the 
1960s to the mid 1990s with  potential for assessment for registration on the 
National Heritage List for England (NHLE) where they are woefully 
unrepresented. 

To date our Campaign has received 48 nominations; a rough breakdown of 
typologies shows you have nominated 21 cemeteries, 8 gardens but only 18 
sites in  the more public domain of country  park, civic, commercial, 
institutional, sport and housing landscapes.. The geographical spread  is 
uneven too, dominated by the South and Midlands: only 4 sites are in the 
North or North East!   

Speakers at our springboard Conference last May highlighted a vast number 
of potential landscapes of this period but brought especially to our attention 
these ‘public’ typologies such as housing estates, universities, institutional 
sites of  hospitals, industrial and infrastructure complexes like airports, 
reservoirs and pumping stations, as being particularly vulnerable to being 
misunderstood and unappreciated as designed landscape and consequently 
suffering undeserved neglect, poor management and, on occasion, complete 
loss.  

As landscape architects you are especially well placed to know of these 
more public sites through personal involvement with their clients and 
planning authorities and in their design, planning or history.  

So, push back the cobwebs and have a good think: do you know of just 
such a landscape? Can you take 5 minutes to nominate it to the 
Campaign?  

The landscapes most likely to make the grade should have: 
• A strong design element  
• A good level of survival (although they may be in a poor condition) 
• Probably, but not necessarily, be the work of an eminent designer 
• Have a layer of design from c1960-1990, although this may be part of 

an older landscape. 

HOW TO TAKE PART: It’s really easy - there is an ON-LINE FORM here 
Compiling the Record for you to provide the basic information we need to 
know:  

http://thegardenstrust.org/compiling-the-record/


• the name and address of the site 
• what it is – and to help you decide a LIST OF CATEGORIES OR 

TYPOLOGIES is provided on our website at Compiling the Record 
• the designer, if you know the name 
• the date of design, if you have this information 
• a short summary of why you think it is – or might be – important 

Maps or photos are NOT required at this stage. 

THE DEADLINE for submitting your form(s) is 31st October 2017. The 
Gardens Trust and Historic England will review the sites, compile a shortlist 
of 50 and establish a panel of experts to assess their potential for 
registration. Further research will be undertaken on those with such 
potential. These landscapes do not need to be set in aspic; they can 
incorporate change through carefully considered and constructive 
conservation, but important sites do need to be recorded.  

You will find more details on the Gardens Trust website at Compiling the 
Record 
The Gardens Trust 70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ 
Phone: (+44/0) 207 608 2409   Email: enquiries@thegardenstrust.org 

  

Three eras of the Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe designed Hemel Hempstead Water 
Gardens ~ built 1962; decline 2012; restored 2017. A registered C20 designed 
landscape. Copyright MERL/LI for 1962 black & white image. Credit to HTA 
Design LLP for 2012 & 2017 colour images.
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